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Pedestrianisation Proposals by Peter Kille

Many Louth residents and visitors have expressed a wish to see 
Louth town centre pedestrianised. In the “Louth Town Plan 2020 
vision”    recently published, mention is made of pedestrianisation under 
the heading “HELPING TO SHAPE  FUTURE TRANSPORT 
FACILITIES – TOWN CENTRE.”   (page 9) . 


It points out that Louth is a vehicle-dominated town with narrow streets and busy pavements. It says that “various  pedestrianisation schemes should be investigated.”  Al OBJECTIVE 18 on page14 looks at improving life for pedestrians by investigating pedestrianization.


In the questionnaire on which the Town Plan was built, in answer 
to the question on page 34 - “Partial pedestrianization would improve 
the town ?” , 71.8%  of respondents agreed This was a sample of nearly 
two 
thousand people.

Below is set out the reasons why we think  the centre should be 
pedestrianised;

REASONS FOR PEDESTRIANIZATION OF 

LOUTH TOWN-CENTRE.


The main shopping area  of Louth comprises Mercer Row,  Eastgate , and  Little Eastgate. All of these streets 
have a one- way system of traffic control at present. Cornmarket  has a  few shops (see below).


These shopping streets are  made up of  large and small retail businesses, two restaurants, a fast food outlet, two hotels with pubs, a market hall, the weekly market, and two independent pubs. There is one  church at the far end of Eastgate. There is one nightclub. There are also several residential flats over shops.


Cornmarket has some shops which are mostly estate agents, plus three banks. It has   a narrow  one-way vehicle lane called Butcher Lane linking it with Mercer Row . There is another road called New Street which links it to Little Eastgate  . Cornmarket is closed to general traffic on market days (Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays) when the  market is sited there.


It has long been recognised that these streets often become congested with traffic (see photos 1,2.). There are   delays by slow-moving vehicles getting through the town. and  pollution by exhaust fumes occurs in an area full of shops. Pedestrian safety and comfort is  badly compromised.


Cornmarket can be quite dangerous for pedestrians because of cars and vans jostling for parking spaces ( see photo 3 ) and market traders loading 
and unloading vans on market days.


Queues of vehicles can form in Cannon street and in Little Eastgate, waiting to get into Eastgate. This adds to the general pollution  and delays.(see photo 4 ).


The congestion in the main shopping areas is  worse on 
market days, and also  in the summer, partly due to residents and visitors who are using the two pedestrian crossings in Eastgate, both of which of course holds up traffic flow (see photo 5 ). The junction of Northgate/ Eastgate is another spot  where traffic is delayed, waiting   for vehicles coming up Eastgate from the Church Street area and turning   into Northgate .


Disabled users of electric scooters and  wheelchairs have a particularly bad time in the town,  moving along the narrow pavements ( see photo 6 ). This group of users is  rapidly increasing in numbers. Mobility electric scooter users are very susceptible to accidents with pedestrians especially when shoppers shoot out of shop entrances without looking.

Louth is a very friendly town, and this is shown by the numbers of groups of people congregating and talking together, which can 
cause considerable congestion on the narrow pavements (see photo 
7 ).

Pushchair users are also  handicapped by the narrow  pavements (see photo 8.)             



In wet weather, pavement users are often  drenched by 
cascades of  rain falling from overhead guttering. There is also an  I
ncreased risk of eye-injury from umbrellas jostling on the narrow 
pavements. Pedestrians get splashed by cars passing through the 
many puddles .                  


At the especially narrow part of Eastgate outside Eve and Ranshaw, vans and lorries belonging to the Help-the-Aged and 

Co-operative Pharmacy shops often park outside the shops, partly on the pavement,  leaving only a narrow space for vehicles to get through. As the pavement here is also very narrow, pedestrians have to observe especial care, as buses and lorries as well as cars use this road (see photo  8 ). One bad episode was witnessed  here, when a lorry started off  after unloading, without properly fastening the back door of the lorry. This swung backwards and forwards as it gathered speed. By sheer chance  the  door  did not hit  a  pedestrian, otherwise there could have been a fatal accident. 


At present it is extremely hard for emergency vehicles to pass  along Mercer Row and Eastgate. Delays often occur.


Louth does not have a park-and-ride scheme, which would undoubtedly move a great deal of traffic from the town centre. Such a scheme would probably be uneconomic as the town is too small to support this. 


Car-parking along these streets is completely haphazard and pedestrians are often  inconvenienced, even jostled (see photo 9 ). There is very little traffic management. Much of the parking is done by blue-badge holders    (disabled drivers), who often park in areas designated as   loading  bays . Lately, community police officers have been issuing parking tickets, quite unfairly, to cars parked on yellow lines next to blue-badge cars, whilst the latter go scot-free, and  they also ignore traders' vans which have a notice saying “Working at so-and-so premises”, although  they can be parked illegally. 


There are areas designated as disabled parking, but these are often abused. 



The whole of this area is dingy, cluttered, and  frankly, an eyesore, completely at odds with the charming town centre that Louth could have. It  needs to be made much more attractive and safer for pedestrians, and less frustrating for motorists.





--------------------------------------------



From the foregoing, there is a strong  case for pedestrianisation of the town centre. 


The advantages would be;


- It would become a pleasurable area for shopping. Visitors 
would be impressed. The enjoyment of being able to wander around the 
streets unhindered by traffic is a wonderful  experience ( see photo 10,  showing  Grimsby's pedestrianised Victoria Street ).

 
- Lorries and vans would have a definite parking area for 
deliveries, usually outside the premises, and which they often 
do not have at present (most of Louth shops do not  have rear 
access for deliveries). They should only be  allowed in the 
area at certain times (e.g.. before 10.00 a.m., and after 4.00 
p.m) if at all possible, and would need a permit to enter the area.

      -non-delivery vehicles would be banned from the pedestrianised        
area (except for certain categories.)

         -  Disabled car users would find it easier to find a parking space,


in designated areas. This would avoid the present free-for-all 
parking. Less disabled drivers and passengers would be 
segregated from the more infirm and  separate parking areas 
designated as needed.

         -   In wet weather, overflowing guttering could be  avoided.

      -  vehicles would be routed  away from the town centre, thus   
avoiding delays and pollution. 

        - Festivals could be held in this area.

        - Visitors interested in architecture would have space to look at 

the architecture in the town centre.

         -  Cleanliness in the town centre could be made easier, with 

                      scope for mobile vacuum cleaners and more space for litter 
                 
            bins.                   

         - Pedestrian safety would be improved and attract more 
shoppers.

         - More pedestrians would encourage more trade. This is a vital 

reason for  traders to consider.

         - Emergency vehicles would have better access to  incidents.


- The present congestion in Mercer Row could be avoided as  

buses would not use that route, and illegal car-parking would be 
banned.

           -  Electric scooter users and wheelchair users would be 
much  
safer, and have more space.

           -  The market site could be made permanent.

 --------------------------


IT IS THEREFORE PROPOSED;;

That the whole of the area of Eastgate from the junction with Northgate, all of Market Place, and Mercer Row to the junction with Butcher Lane, be  pedestrianised.

That pedestrianization is done in stages;

STAGE 1; 


For for a period of three months, an experimental zone from the 
entrance to Cornmarket to  the junction with Northgate is closed to 
all traffic except   delivery vehicles and Blue-Badge holders (disabled drivers ) who will be  allowed in at all times of day or night. Emergency vehicles would also be allowed in. (See page 6 for remarks about taxis and buses).


A barrier would be put at the entrance to Mercer Row with a notice “Road Closed”, as happened during the recent  “Louth Run for Life” event. The Northgate end would not need such a barrier. No parking by unauthorised vehicles would be allowed in Mercer Row. The sign would presumably be made by the ELDC,

At this stage, no alterations to the roads or pavements would be necessary. A speed-limit sign of 5 mph would however be ordered. for pedestrian safety at the entrance to Mercer Row and down New Street.

This would allow Cornmarket to continue to be used as a car- park and the market. Drivers would use Butcher Lane as at present to access Cornmarket. They would exit either down New Sreet (at a restricted speed ) or up Mercer Row to Upgate.



All other traffic  that would normally drive through Eastgate would be  diverted up  Upgate,along 
Newmarket and down Church Street.


The effect of this would be to reduce the traffic passing though Eastgate considerably, and allow assessment of the 


volume of 
traffic by categories - Delivery vehicles and disabled 
drivers in 
Eastgate, and traffic leaving this area  via Mercer Row to 
go up or down Upgate. The problem of random parking by Blue-
Badge holders could also then be assessed.




Disabled parking could be controlled by Police cones to 


leave delivery vehicle assesses free. The exact sites would be 
discussed as necessary with disabled organisations..


Policing would be done by the traffic warden (s)and/or police 
officers to stop unauthorised vehicles from attempting to enter 
Mercer Row.


Orders for closing the zone would presumably be necessary 
legally and would presumable done by the ELDC. on 
notification by 
the Louth 
town council , Louth Town Partnership 

         or the LCC.


A preliminary traffic census would be necessary to ensure that 
there would be no problems in Upgate, Newmarket and Church 
Street for the extra traffic. This would presumably be carried out by 
officers of 
ELDC or by a professional body. The funding for this 
would hopefully come out  the ELDC budget. 



A new taxi rank would be set up outside the  newsagents in 
Mercer Row. Taxis would be able to enter, turn round and leave the 
area via Upgate or Aswell Street.. Taxi firms would have to be consulted on this plan..


Buses that would normally go through Eastgate would instead stop near 
to the Mercer Row entrance for  passengers. They would not 
be allowed into the pedestrian zone. Buses that enter Mercer Row via Aswell Street would continue to use this route. They would have a much easier run through this route as there would not be the amount of parking that usually occurs daily with the uncontrolled car parking. Bus companies would have to  be consulted on this plan.


One problem would be the traffic normally  using using Little Eastgate to get into Eastgate. One suggestion is to re-route it down Cannon Street. Another could be to close Little Eastgate to all vehicles except for access (parking, deliveries ). Lorries park outside Yorkshire Trading and the night club to unload. They would have to back up to go down Cannon Street, or use the little lane between  Meridian House and the White Swan pub, if this is wide enough. 


Wedding parties use the front entrance of the town-hall. A suggestion here is that the parties instead enter from the disabled entrance at the rear, using the car park there.


A temporary round-about should be made at the Upgate /
/Newmarket crossroads, and the traffic lights  de-commissioned,


to allow better traffic flow.

Near the end of the three months experimental period ( or earlier)  a questionnaire would be organised to gauge the feelings of traders, residents and vehicle users to this scheme, and to assess whether stage 2 could proceed. An exhibition to explain this would be staged.

STAGE 2.


If stage 1 proves to be successful, Stage 2 would be 
implemented as an experiment for three months. This would 
extend the pedestrian zone to make the whole of the area on the 
map  pedestrianised. 


No traffic except delivery vehicles, Blue-Badge holders and 
emergency vehicles would be allowed in this zone. 


All buses would be excluded, and would have to stop at the entrance to Mercer Row. 


Stage 1 should give a good idea of how more controlled parking in the area could be done, especially for Blue-Badge holders, and specific areas planned accordingly.


The needs of delivery vehicles should be better understood from Stage 1, and  planned accordingly. 

As Cornmarket would now be closed at the Eastgate end, New Street would be the new exit. A census should be carefully made to ensure that traffic can use this street safely, and that traders are not inconvenienced. If this plan proves to be unpopular, a scheme of traffic flow through the Market Place parking area (used by the market on market days ) could be adopted.

, 



Again no alterations to roads or pavements would be made at 
this point. 


An exhibition and questionnaire would again be organised. At this stage, a census should be made of suppliers to each trader, to gauge whether there would be difficulties in delivering at the permitted hours only. 

STAGE 3.



If all goes well, a decision would be made whether to have a full-blown pedestrianisation , with all the necessary legal orders, street furniture, traffic orders, surfacing of the 
area and signing, etc.. Restriction of delivery vehicle to certain times would be enforced. 



Rising bollards would be installed to seal off the area, and a system of permits installed for issue to  vehicles permitted to access the area. . The Bollards would be activated by permit holders . A control point  would be set up to control this incase of emergencies, breakdowns, etc. 



Traders would of course have to be consulted about this stage, also representative bodies for the disabled, emergency services, conservation groups, etc.


FUNDING.


Every source would have to be explored to get the funds necessary for this project. The councillors on the Louth Partnership Board would have the contacts to enable this. The initial expense 
would be a traffic census.

CONCLUSION.


This is quite a major undertaking. It needs careful planning.

However, pedestrianization has already been successfully done by many towns and local authorities, the nearest one to Louth being Grimsby, where Victoria Street is a thriving pedestrian zone. There is much in the public domain and in local authority archives on the Internet  to draw on for guidance. 




Peter Kille

