
Shared Space

Shared space is an urban design concept aimed at integrated use of public spaces. Shared space removes the traditional segregation of motor vehicles, pedestrians and other road users. Conventional road priority management systems and devices such as kerbs, lines, signs and signals are replaced with an integrated, people-oriented understanding of public space, such that walking, cycling, shopping and driving cars become integrated activities.

The term 'shared space' was coined by Ben Hamilton-Baillie while preparing a European co-operation project in 2003.  The idea itself was pioneered and promoted by Hans Monderman, based on the observation that individuals' behaviour in traffic is more positively affected by the built environment of the public space than it is by conventional traffic control devices and regulations.

The goal of shared space is an improvement in road safety, encouraging negotiation of shared areas at appropriate speeds and with due consideration for the other users, using simple rules like giving way to the right.

Safety, congestion, economic vitality and community severance can be effectively tackled in streets and other public spaces if they are designed and managed to allow traffic to be fully integrated with other human activity, not separated from it. A major characteristic of a street designed to this philosophy is the absence of traditional road markings, signs, traffic signals and the distinction between "road" and "pavement". User behaviour becomes influenced and controlled by natural human interactions rather than by artificial regulation.
One of the principles behind the scheme is that road rules strip motorists of the ability to be considerate. Monderman is quoted as saying: "We're losing our capacity for socially responsible behaviour, ...The greater the number of prescriptions, the more people's sense of personal responsibility dwindles… When you don't exactly know who has right of way, you tend to seek eye contact with other road users... You automatically reduce your speed, you have contact with other people and you take greater care." The mayor of Bohmte, a town implementing such a scheme, is quoted as saying "We don't want the cars alone to have precedence, we want to try and make the area pleasant for everybody."

Shared space is characterised as making public space vital and accessible. Motor traffic is welcomed as a guest, but has to adapt to certain social norms of behaviour. The layout of the road must make this clear.
A reason for the apparent paradox that reduced regulation leads to safer roads may be found by studying the risk compensation effect. Shared Space is successful because the perception of risk may be a means or even a prerequisite for increasing objective safety. When a situation feels unsafe, people are more alert and there are fewer accidents.

To understand how shared space works, it is important to move away from reliance on 'rights' and laws, and to recognize the potential for conventions and protocols. Such conventions and protocols evolve rapidly and are very effective if the highways authorities do not intervene through regulation.
An example of this in Louth can be found in Eastgate between Priory Road and Trinity Lane.  Here the main road is quite narrow and residents normally park their cars on the south side of the road restricting traffic flow to a single carriageway.  There are no yellow lines or parking restrictions yet nobody parks on the south side.  Motorists give way and wait for oncoming traffic to pass in a situation where, had the restriction been a road works, temporary traffic lights would have been deployed (to the frustration of motorists waiting at red when the road is visibly clear).
Much of the above comes from Wikipedia at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shared_space
Other Places

The foremost consultancy for Shared Space approach to traffic and urban design is Hamilton-Baillie Associates http://www.hamilton-baillie.co.uk/
Brighton City Council transformed the whole of New Road, adjacent to the Royal Pavilion, into a fully shared space designed by Landscape Projects and Gehl Archirects, with no delineation of the carriageway except for subtle changes in materials. The route for vehicles along New Road is only suggested through the location of street furniture, such as public seating and street lights. The re-opening of the street has led to a 93% reduction in motor vehicle trips (12,000 fewer per day) and lower speeds (to around 10 MPH), alongside an increase in cyclist and pedestrian usage (93% and 162%, respectively).

Haslach and elsewhere in Germany: http://www.bdd-stadtplanung.de/sanierunghaslach.html  Several examples of shared space illustrated but with text in German.
The Department for Transport are undertaking a two year research exercise into the potential for shared space principles to contribute to improvements in quality in street design in the UK. The research is being undertaken by MVA Consultants, with input from a broad-based Steering Group. The first phase report was published on the DfT's website in November 2009, at http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/sustainable/sharedspace/stage1/ and concludes that there is a robust case for shared space to be developed further, especially for streets with lower traffic volumes.  Download pdf (430kb 48 pages) http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/sustainable/sharedspace/stage1/pdf/stage1.pdf
Article by Steve Tomlinson, City Hall, London, about Hans Moderman http://www.rudi.net/books/20021
InteregIIIB North Sea Region Programme Shared Space Project is a Seven nation study of the concept.  This is a video showing the work of the project with examples from various countries.  Includes Ben Hamilton-Baillie talking from Seven Dials, London. http://northsearegion.eu/iiib/content/show/&tid=114
Video of lecture by Ben Hamilton-Baillie, the UK’s foremost advocate of Shared Space.  http://www.urbannous.org.uk/urbandesignlondon/BenHamiltonBaillie.htm
This is a key lecture to be watched by anyone seeking to have an influence on urban road design.

Video of lecture by the late Hans Monderman  This is well worth watching – it shows the thinking that led to Shared Space.

http://www.urbannous.org.uk/urbandesignlondon/Hans%20Monderman.htm
(Hans Monderman and Ben Halilton-Baillie seem to have shared the same set of slides for these two lecturee. – same pictures, different words, same sentiments.)

Short film about proposed shared Space in Hereford, showing examples of Ashford and Kensington High Street (Ben Hamilton-Baillie again). http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pb1V6I3GZ-w
Environmental Transport Association http://www.eta.co.uk/Zebra-crossing-deaths-up/node/11284 A short article about shared space and accident reduction.
“The latest, hottest transportation design theory coming out of Europe is "shared space", the concept of creating roadway anarchy - no directions, no grade separations, no signalized intersections - to promote harmonious use of transportation infrastructure. Can you imagine anything more threatening to a classically trained traffic engineer?  "Who has the right of way? I don't care. People have to find their own way, negotiate for themselves, use their own brains" says Hans Monderman, an avante garde Dutch traffic engineer (not at the sushi bar with us, but talking w/a NYT reporter earlier this year).  As some of you know, selected towns in Europe have actually done it - ripped out all their traffic signage, their traffic lights and their sidewalks - and found that it works great. An intersection in the Dutch town of Drachten, reconfigured by Mr. Monderman, handles 20,000 cars a day without signage, traffic lights or sidewalks.” From an article about Portland, Oregon.
http://portlandtransport.com/archives/2005/08/our_streetscape.html
Bohmte, Germany.  Daily Mail article http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1028740/Accident-free-zone-The-German-town-scrapped-traffic-lights-road-signs.html
Article by Linda Baker in Scientific American:

“Another kind of anarchy could actually speed travel as well—namely, a counterintuitive traffic design strategy known as shared streets. The practice encourages driver anarchy by removing traffic lights, street markings, and boundaries between the street and sidewalk. Studies conducted in northern Europe, where shared streets are common, point to improved safety and traffic flow. The idea is that the absence of traffic regulation forces drivers to take more responsibility for their actions. “The more uncomfortable the driver feels, the more he is forced to make eye contact on the street with pedestrians, other drivers and to intuitively go slower,” explains Chris Conway, a city engineer with Montgomery, Ala. Last April the city converted a signalized downtown intersection into a European-style cobblestone plaza shared by cars, bikes and pedestrians—one of a handful of such projects that are springing up around the country.”

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=removing-roads-and-traffic-lights
A view from New York in the Design Trust blog http://designtrust.blogspot.com/2009/02/removing-roads-and-traffic-lights.html
My Observations in London, June 2010. 

Seven Dials and Covent Garden.

Seven roads converge at a junction with a monument surrounded by steps forming a roundabout.  The roads are all one-way and the only road signs are the no entry and one-way signs.  At the junction all kerbs have been removed though the original paving stones of the pavement remain and the carriageway is cobbled and are thus distinguished.  Each approach road the traffic is restricted to a single vehicle width, the rest of the space being designated by white lines for parking or has had the pavement widened.  Some old bollards and waste bins help delineate the carriageway at the junction.

Much of the traffic comprised taxis with some private cars, motorbikes, cycle rickshaws and police vehicles.  Most traffic moved slowly, probably less than 10 mph, except for one police car with flashing blue lights and siren.  Many people were sitting on the steps surrounding the central pillar and many more congregated on the pavements around the junction.  People strolled leisurely across the carriageways, often heedless of traffic and sometimes stopping to chat and only moving out of the way when a car approached too closely.  Cars never came quite to a halt.  Traffic mostly flowed I the conventional clockwise roundabout fashion though there are no signs enforcing such movement and a couple of vehicles did take the shorter anti-clockwise route to the next exit on the right.
Traffic flow was less than in central Louth though this is by no means a pedestrian only area.

Close by is Covent Garden, where the old vegetable market and the surrounding roads have been made into a pedestrian zone, with vehicle access for deliveries only in the early morning.

Kensington High Street

This is a very busy main road, several bus routes and constant heavy traffic.  There are shops on both sides of the street, wide pavements, and a broad carriageway allowing two lane traffic in both directions.  There had previously been efforts to separate pedestrians from traffic with metal barriers but these have been removed and cycle racks have been placed down the centre of the road, creating a dual carriageway.  Where side-roads join, kerbs have been removed and broad areas of paving created.  This suggests to motorists joining the main road that this is a shared space with pedestrians and they must first look out for pedestrians before getting into the position where they have to look out for other vehicles already on the main road.

Exhibition Road.

When completed this will be Britain’s largest shared space scheme.  Running from The Albert Hall, past Imperial College and the major London Museums to South Kensington tube station, this is a busy road attracting thousands of pedestrian visitors every day.  The scheme is currently under construction.  There will be no barriers or other street clutter, kerbs are to be removed and visual and tactile differences in surfaces will distinguish pedestrian and vehicle areas.  There will be more room for pedestrians, more cycle parking and a 20mph limit.  More information about the scheme from: http://www.rbkc.gov.uk/exhibitionroad
Sutton High Street.
This is one of the earlier high street pedestrianisation scheme, started in the mid 1970s.  Vehicle access is restricted to before 10am for delivery.  In complete contrast to Louth almost all the shops are multiple chain stores, the few independent retailers being almost entirely restricted to the north end of the High Street which is not pedestrianised.  Most shops have rear delivery access.
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